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It is well known that all the Catholics of these kingdoms,
both priests and laity, are true Whigs in the best and most
proper sense of the word; bearing as well in their hearts, as
in their outward profession, an entire loyalty to the royal
house of Hanover in the person and posterity of George II.
against the Pretender and all his adherents. To which they
think themselves bound in gratitude as well as conscience,
by the lenity wherewith they have been treated since the
death of Queen Anne, so different from what they suffered
in the four last years of that Princess, during the administra-
tion of that wicked minister, the Earl of Oxford.

The Catholics of this kingdom humbly hope, that they
have at least as fair a title as any of their brother Dissenters,
to the appelktion of Protestants. They have always pro-
tested against the selling, dethroning, or murdering their
Kings: Against the usurpations and avarice of the court
of Rome: Against Deism, Atheism, Socinianism, Quaker-
ism, Muggletonianism, Fanaticism, Brownism, as well as
against all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics. Whereas
the title of Protestants assumed by the whole herd of Dis-
senters (except ourselves) dependeth entirely upon their
protesting against archbishops, bishops, deans, and chapters,
with their revenues; and the whole hierarchy. Which are
the very expressions used in The Solemn League and
Covenant,1 where the word Popery is only mentioned ad
tnvidiam; because the Catholics agree with the Episcopal
church in those fundamentals.

Although the Catholics cannot deny, that in the great
rebellion against King Charles I. more soldiers of their
religion were in the Parliament army than in His Majesty's
troops ; and that many Jesuits and friars went about in the
disguise of Presbyterian and Independent ministers, to
preach up rebellion; as the best historians of those times
inform us; yet the bulk of Catholics in both kingdoms
preserved their loyalty entire.

1 A solemn league and covenant entered into between the Scots and
English fanatics, in the rebellion against King Charles I., 1643, by
which they solemnly engaged, among other things, "To endeavour the
extirpation of prelacy, that is, church government by archbishops,
bishops, deans, archdeacons, and all other episcopal officers, depending
on that hierarchy." [H. ]